This study was conducted to ascertain the relationship between the male and female students ' academic 
The National Business and Technical Education Board Report (NABTEB, 2004) grade distribution, from [2000] [2001] [2002] [2003] May/June results revealed failure of 46 percent of the students who sat for the examination in Basic Electricity. The results also revealed unsatisfactory performance of the students in Electrical/Electronics instrumentation and domestic/industrial installation with failure rate of 42.5% and 45.5% respectively. This is an indication of overall performance of candidates achieving below average during the examination. It has been discovered that the persistent poor performance emanate mainly from the students inability to adapt to the teaching methods adopted by the technical college teachers. Also, efforts were made by government in recent times towards improving the situation of low performance but it yielded negative results. This raises more questions as to whether besides the existence of the students factors of not adapting and understanding their teacher instructions or teaching methods, there is no such factor as the gender issues or male and female and the enrolment of students Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info in urban and rural areas which also influence this ugly trend in radio communication. This is informed by the fact that academic achievements of students rest more on proper implementation by the teacher and the students. Thus a correlational study of male and female students' academic achievement in radio communication subject in urban and rural technical colleges is desirable.
Purpose of the study
The major purpose of this study is to compare male and female students' academic achievement in radio communication in urban and rural technical colleges in Delta State Specifically, the study is meant to:
1. Determine any difference in achievement of male and female students examined in radio communication subject in technical colleges in Delta State.
2. Determine any difference in achievement of students' examined in radio communication subject in urban and rural setting.
Research questions
The following research questions guided this study: No sampling was done. All the students in the population were used for the study. The stated research questions one and two were answered using percentage.
The null hypothesis one was tested using the chi-square. (2004) observe that in academic situation, there are differences in academic achievement. He stated that differences in performance of students vary from one person to another. Some perform excellently well in their academic pursuit while others perform below expectation and exhibit a dismal academic performance in spite of careful instruction and encouragement. Opinions vary as to why some students excel academically while others appear to be at the lowest level of the academic ladder. Although, people are aware that even those who are enrolled in the formal educational system appear not to be exposed to the same equal learning opportunities as a result of many variables which as it were, enhance or hinder academic achievement of students.
The findings of the research question two revealed that there is a difference in achievement between the technical college students in the urban and rural location. Those in the urban technical college had a higher percentage of credit than the rural students.
Psychologists have put forward some test as to why these disparities in academic performance among students exist. Early studies concentrated on intelligent as explanatory variable and this is still assumed the simple most effective predictor of school achievement. Subsequently, a wide variety of research report has drawn attention to the importance of social factor and early experiences of the learner in the home. Environment (urban or rural) affect both the development of intelligence and the level of achievement. The point revealed by research question was raised by (Umunadi, 1997) when he said that the discrepancy in performance is that the urban students are Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info exposed to extra-moral lesson, extra practical orientation during and after school period and this might enhance their academic achievement in school. The implication of this is that there will be discrepancy between the urban and rural students in radio communication because the urban most of the time a re fully prepared for the examination than their counterpart in the rural setting. The hypothesis revealed that there is a significant difference between the technical college students academic achievement from the results of the test. It can be reasoned that difference in academic achievement can be as a result of student background and environment.
Recommendations
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made for sustainable development in radio communication.
Institutions should strive towards effective instructions in theory and
practicals to enhance academic achievement of students in radio communication for sustainable development.
2. The government should provide the needed equipment and facilities to assist the teachers and students in the classroom for effective teaching and learning of radio communication for national development.
3. Teachers should be given in-service training to update their knowledge in radio communication methods of instruction in the classroom and workshop to assist them in classroom management to enable the students improve on their performance in NABTEB examination.
4. Intensive extra-moral coaching should be organized for radio communication students to assist them improve on their academic performance in NABTEB examination.
5. Trained teachers and instructions should use the past questions of the radio communication subject for revision during the class section to expose the students to the methods of answering the NABTEB questions.
Conclusion
The study sought to find out the relationship between the male and female students academic achievement in radio communication subject in urban and rural technical colleges. This is seen as a step towards highlighting and
Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info solving problems associated with male and female students' academic achievement in rural and urban technical colleges.
The design was survey of 289 and 346 students in 2005 and 2006 examination year in the six technical colleges. Two research questions and one null hypothesis guided the study. Findings were made from the study that there are high rate of failure by the male and female students in the urban and rural technical colleges. There is a significant difference in academic achievement of male and female students in radio communication subject in technical colleges. It was also revealed that there is significant difference in academic achievement of students in urban and rural technical colleges. Recommendation was that the technical college students should be given intensive extra-moral coaching to improve their academic performance in external examination among others. 
